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The Original Way
The pilgrimage way to Compostela was used by the
first devout pilgrims from the newly-formed kingdom
of Asturias. It was therefore the very first of the
pilgrimage routes, as its current name indicates.
This might very well have been the route taken
by King Alphonse II, the Chaste, from Oviedo,
the capital of the kingdom of Asturias to the tomb
of Saint James, during the first third of the
9th century. This monarch, who played a decisive
role in confirming that the remains unearthed in
Compostela belonged to the Apostle Saint James,
sponsored the founding of the first basilica of the
budding metropolis and collaborated in
organising the early cult of Saint James. He also
made donations and promoted the establishment
of the first monastic community devoted to
services of worship at the altar of Saint James.

Pre-Romanic latticework in
the Church of San Salvador
de Soutomerille

Alfonso II the Chaste. Liber Testamenctorum (XII c). Oviedo Cathedral archives
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The city of Oviedo marked the main starting point of the Original
Way. However, it was also followed by pilgrims arriving from other
parts of Northern Spain and Europe.
It was probably a safe and well-travelled route until the present-day
French Way from León, the new capital of the kingdom, consolidated
its position as the major route in the late 10th century. Nonetheless,
the Oviedo route to Santiago remained a popular alternative,
due particularly to the spiritual value of the magnificent collection
of relics at the Cathedral of San Salvador de Oviedo and the Basilica
of Lugo with its permanent exhibition of the Holy Sacrament.
The many hospitals set up along the way bear witness to the
importance of this route, especially those in remote spots ensconced
high up in the mountains. They served a fundamental purpose –
attending to the pilgrim, who, in the region of A Fonsagrada,
was forced to cross areas of breathtaking beauty yet which also
represented an arduous challenge for most of the year, with
snowstorms, strong winds and treacherous paths. The pages that
follow describe the route and some of its more unusual features.

Lugo’s Roman Walls
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Mount Acebo

O Acebo-Hospital de Montouto
The Original Way leaves Asturias by way of the town of
Bustelo do Camiño. Access to Galicia is gained through the
beautiful but gruelling mountain pass of O Acebo (1,030 m).
From here the pilgrim has to travel a further 144 km before
reaching Santiago.
Continuing through the spectacular mountain landscape,
the Way soon comes to the first Galician village of Fonfría
–whose name, of medieval origin, alludes to the fresh water
spring that still exists there. This village was the site of a hospital
belonging to the mission of Saint John of Portomarín. It had
a “house with an oratory, chambers, and an infirmary”.
This hospital was open for many years, and at the beginning
of the 20th century was still run by hospitallers. Not far from
Fonfría, after passing Barbeitos, the traveller comes to the
town of Paradanova, from where the route divides into two.
The first leads directly to A Fonsagrada, the capital of the
municipality and of the vast region of the same name, as well
as the largest town before the city of Lugo. In the town centre
stands the fons sacrata, from which the town takes its name.
This fountain witnessed one of the miracles of the Apostle Saint

The way between Paradanova and A Fonsagrada

James, who after being attended to by an
impoverished widow, turned the water from this
fountain into fresh milk for her children.
There are documents dating back to the 12th century
that mention pilgrims travelling through A
Fonsagrada, a town that is well worth visiting not only
for the traditional hospitality of its people but also
due to places of interest such as the Regional
Museum, set up thanks to local donations and which
houses exhibits revealing the area’s ethnographical
wealth. Another enticing feature is its gastronomy
which includes the famous “butelo” –a sausage made
with pork ribs– served with boiled potatoes and
greens, and the ”dulce da Fonsagrada” – a pastry
made with almonds and confectioner’s cream.
There is a traditional market held on the first and
third Sunday of each month, a showcase for the
quality products on offer in the region.
After leaving A Fonsagrada, the Way passes through
places like San Xoán de Padrón, with its simple 18th
century church and soon comes to the town on
Montouto, where the two routes converge once again.
Fons Sacrata. A Fonsagrada
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The second route takes the pilgrim from
Paradanova to A Pobra de Burón. There have been
records of pilgrims passing through this ancient
town since the 13th century, and the route has been
referred to as the “Camiño de Oviedo”. Of the
medieval buildings there are still vestiges of the
hospital of A Trinidade (there were three others),
the church of Saint Mary Magdalene, boasting a
splendid Baroque and Neo-Classical altarpiece
and part of the fortress of the Count of Altamira,
which suffered a major setback in the 15th century,
owing to the attacks by the “irmandiños”
–social movements that rose up against the nobility.
From A Pobra de Burón the pilgrim heads towards
Xestoso and the nearby hospital of Montouto
Burón Tower

Panoramic view of Burón Valley with A Fonsagrada in the background

(1,050 m), where this trail rejoins the route from
A Fonsagrada. The hospital, standing on a hilltop
in the mountains of the same name, is now in ruins,
but was perhaps the last on the various trails to
Santiago to close, and probably the most important
on the mountain routes in Galicia. It continued
to provide services for pilgrims well into the 20th
century and its chapel was the site of a religious
festival honouring Saint James. Founded by King
Peter the Cruel (14th century), ancient documents
reveal that it was created “to provide lodging,
shelter and assistance for the poor pilgrims
travelling to Santiago”. These documents also
make reference to the freezing temperatures
and snow in the area. There is a magnificent
dolmen in the vicinity of the hospital.
Traditional construction in A Pobra de Burón
Montouto Dolmen
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Hospital de Montouto - Castroverde
From Montouto, the Original Way continues through these lands,
famous for their slate mines, as far as Paradavella. This attractive town,
which retains much of its original character, is home to a number of
“pallozas” (primitive thatched dwellings) and other buildings of interest
that reflect the development of traditional constructions in this part of
Galicia’s eastern mountains. The Way then makes its descent towards
the town of O Cádavo, passing through quaint villages such as
Calzada, Degolada and A Fontaneira, in the vicinity of the elevation of
the same name (930 m) which has a church consecrated to the apostle.
O Cádavo (710 m), capital of the municipality of Baleira, is the second
most important town pilgrims will pass through on the Galician section
of the Original Way. According to tradition, Alphonse II the Chaste
fought the Islamic Army at the nearby Campo da Matanza. What we
do know for a fact is that the Asturian monarch travelled through these
lands on his way to Compostela, between 820 and 830, the time period
during which the tomb of Saint James was probably discovered.
This pilgrimage route continues west up the elevation of
A Vaqueriza, before coming to Vilabade, where a Franciscan
community, founded in 1457, once cared for the pilgrims.
Of the Convent of San Francisco de Vilabade only the church
remains, declared a National Monument. This Gothic style church
dating from the mid 15th century with a single nave and presbytery
decorated with ribbed vaulting, was renovated in the 17th century
under the orders of Diego Osorio Escobar, Archbishop of Puebla
and Viceroy of México. The main altarpiece of Vilabade was created
Church of Santa María
de Vilabade

in 1759 by master craftsmen from Santiago de Compostela.
A figure of Saint James the Moorslayer presides over the
central section. The porch is the result of later renovation
work in the Neo-classical style. In the corner where the
porch and a lovely square meet, stands the manor house
of Abraira-Arana. Less than a kilometre away, in the middle
of a beautiful carballeira –oak forest–, we find the chapel
of A Nosa Señora do Carme.
Vilabade is very close to the gates of Castroverde (540 m), the capital
of the same name, and home to a church consecrated to Saint James,
and where the 14th century keep of the fortress that belonged to the Lemos
and Altamira families still stands.
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Tower dating back to
the later Middle Ages
at Castroverde Fortress

Children’s’ Fountain.
Castroverde

Castroverde – Lugo
After Castroverde the pilgrim comes across a wealth of references to
the Way, both in the form of documents (here the Way is also referred
to as the “French Way”) as well as in the place names of the small
villages (Camiño, Moreira, Vilar de Cas, etc). Just off the Way lies an
interesting abandoned village known as Soutomerille, nestling in a
landscape of great beauty. The village church, of Pre-Romanesque
origin, is in good condition (it was last restored in 1619).
Amidst the farmland we find a succession of villages, with names
that reveal their close connections to the Pilgrims’ Way like Casa
do Hospital (there are records of a hospital) and Costa Francesa
(which had all but disappeared due to quarry work). The villages
of Carballido, Fazai and Santiago de Castelo mark the entrance
to Lugo (475 m), a city of Roman origin, whose origins date back
more than two thousand years, making it the oldest city in Galicia.
Church of San Salvador
de Soutomerille

The Way in Soutomerille

The Original Way enters the ancient Lucus Augusti by way of the
Gate of Saint Peter, and continues along the city streets towards
the Cathedral of Saint Mary, where the pilgrims would stop and
pray before the Holy Sacrament, on permanent exhibition since
the 12th century and, before the magnificent image of the Blessed
Mother, A Nosa Señora dos Ollos Grandes.

San Pedro Gate. The Walls of Lugo
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Lugo’s Old
City is rich in
Roman, Medieval,
Baroque and Neo-classical
heritage. The Roman Wall (3rd-4th
centuries), declared a World Heritage Site
in 2000, has a perimeter of 2,140 m, ten gates,
of which the Gate of Santiago is
of particular interest and forty-six defence
towers. It is one of the most complete walls in
all Europe and a stroll along the narrow path
behind the parapet is a unique city experience.

Perimeter of the Walls of Lugo

Lugo Cathedral, Romanesque in origin but
finished in the Baroque and Neo-classical
styles, is the most outstanding building in the
city. Construction began on the cathedral in
1129 under the direction of Master Raimundo
de Monforte, with a ground plan in a Latin
cross and three naves. The porch of the north
transept includes the work of a sculptor who,
in the last third of the 12th century created
a superb figure of Christ in Majesty, similar
to the style found at Carrión de los Condes
(Palencia, The French Way). The ambulatory
and its radial chapels are built in the Gothic
style (14th century) following the model
of the Cathedral of Burgos.

13

The Original Way

Figure of Christ Pantocrator represented in the tympanum
of the north door. Lugo Cathedral

The main altarpiece of the Cathedral of Lugo dates from the
Renaissance (today standing at either end of the transept), and is
the work of Cornielles de Holanda (1538), while the Baroque style
left its mark on the choir stalls carved by the great Galician
sculptor, Francisco de Moure (1625) and the equally important
sacristy, created by the architect from Santiago de Compostela,
Domingo de Andrade (1680). The cloister (1714) and the chapel
of A Virxe dos Ollos Grandes (1734) are the work of Fernando
de Casas, famous for his craftsmanship of the Obradoiro
façade of the Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela.
The original main Romanesque façade was replaced by
a Classical frontispiece in 1778, the work of Sánchez Bort.

San Froilán.
Chapel of San Froilán in Lugo Cathedral

Campo Square. Lugo

The convent church of Saint Francis is another distinguished
monument of Lugo. The outbuildings of the old convent,
including its 14th century Gothic cloister, house the Provincial
Museum, home to exhibits of Galician archaeology,
ethnography, traditions and art from protohistory up to the
20th century. The Baroque period in Lugo is represented by
a substantial group of buildings: the convent of Santo
Domingo (17th century), the Church of San Froilán (18th
century), town palaces such as the Episcopal Palace (1743), the
Town Hall (1738) and the fountain of the Praza do Campo (1750).

Façade of Lugo Cathedral
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Cloister of Lugo’s provincial museum

In addition to its wealth of heritage, Lugo is also renowned for its
delicious gastronomy, which uses the traditional products of the
area as its principal source of inspiration. Located in the old
city, the popular and bustling tapas bars serve regional wines.
Another enticing attraction is the riverside promenade along
the banks of the Miño river, where is located the city spa,
built around the original Roman baths and still partially
preserved is located. A visit to Rosalía de Castro Park (1925) and
the popular fairs and festivals in honour of the patron saint, San
Froilán in the month of October are events not to be missed.

Octopus prepared “á feira” style

Lugo Town Hall (XVIII c)
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Lugo – Melide
After leaving Lugo through the
Porta Miñá or Porta do Carme,
the oldest gate of the wall,
the Original Way heads towards
the old Roman bridge and the
quarter of San Lázaro. On leaving
the city, travellers will pass through
another small town, San Vicente
do Burgo, which was the site of a
pilgrim hospital and also has an
interesting Baroque church as well
as the mysterious temple of Santa
Baia de Bóveda –a National
Monument–, standing just three
kilometres off the Way. This
temple is a paleochristian religious
building, with a vaulted chamber
inside, which preserves one of the
most interesting series of late
ancient or early medieval mural
paintings to be found in the
Iberian Peninsula.
Back on the Jacobean route, the
traveller soon reaches the village
of Bacurín and its Romanesque
church consecrated to Saint
Michael. The church, built in the
second half of the 12th century,
has a single nave and a
semicircular apse. Of special
interest is its porch bearing toric
archivolts, a half-lobe shaped
tympanum and columns with their
San Lázaro Quarter. Lugo
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Corinthian capitals. In this village there is also a manor
house which has an interesting arch at the entryway.
After passing through the village of O Francés (also
known as “Hospital”), the Way enters the municipality
of Guntín. At the foot of the Church of San Román da
Retorta 12th century, a Romanesque temple that later
suffered a series of alterations, there is a Roman
milestone, which would appear to indicate that the
present-day route was laid out following an ancient
Roman road. A little further on, the traveller comes
across another 13th century, Romanesque church,
Santa Cruz da Retorta, which are characteristic of the
areas around the Way to Santiago. It is fashioned in the
tympanum of the north porch. The main porch has a
relief depicting Jesus giving a blessing and standing
between the sun and the moon.
From here, the Trail follows ancient paths that are still
much in use and connect an endless number of small
rural villages such as Seixalbo, Xende, Ferreira,
Augas Santas and Merlán, the latter having a church
with Romanesque-style elements. The route enters the
province of A Coruña through the borough of Toques
and after crossing the Careón Mountains. It then goes
through the villages of Vilouriz and Vilamor, on its way
to the historic pilgrimage town of Melide.
Church of San Román da Retorta
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Roman baths. Lugo Spa

Close up of mural paintings in
the Church of Santa Eulalia de Bóveda

Melide – Arzúa
The Original Way ends in the town of Melide, where it joins up
with the French Way, continuing on towards the city of Santiago,
53 kilometres away.
Melide (450 m), considered to be the geographical centre of Galicia,
boasts strong links with the Pilgrims’ Way to Santiago. This medieval
metropolis was resettled under the reign of Alphonse IX (13th
century). From this period it still preserves the porch of the
Romanesque church of Saint Peter which today is part of the chapel
of San Roque. Next to this church, stands one of the oldest
‘cruceiros’ –wayside crosses– in Galicia, a Gothic structure dating
from the 16th century, which bears testimony to the lasting influence
of the style of Master Mateo in the environs of the French Way.
Melide Stone Cross
Close up of the façade of the
Chapel of San Roque. Melide
Façade of the Church of Santa
María de Leboreiro. Melide

The historical part of Melide boasts other artistic treasures: the
church of Sancti Spiritus, founded by the Franciscans in 1375, with
tombs of members of the nobility dating from the 15th century and
the Romanesque church of Santa María de Melide, consisting of a
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Pilgrim passing through Ferreira. Palas de Rei
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Furelos Bridge. Melide

single nave and a semicircular apse, and whose exterior is lavishly
adorned with corbels and two porches. The interior still preserves
the Romanesque altar table and several frescos from the 16th
century depicting the mystery of the Trinity as the Throne of Grace.
Charitable service was another very important part of medieval life in
Melide. Its hospital, built in 1375, was known to have twenty-four beds,
each of which would be occupied by one or two persons. During the
Middle Ages it was common practice for beds to be shared by several
people. Melide also had a lepers’ hospital, attended by the monkknights of the Order of Saint Lazarus. It is possible to trace the past
as well as the traditional customs of Melide and its region by visiting
the Terra de Melide Museum, which houses ethnographical and
archaeological exhibitions as well as a study centre, etc.
The next stops along the Way after Melide are Boente, with its church
of Santiago, and Castañeda– two small villages with long-standing
connections with the Way, the latter being especially important as the
site of the limekilns used in processing limestone in the construction
of the Cathedral in Santiago. The small pieces of stone that the
medieval pilgrims would take from the lime quarries of Triacastela
and carry here were something more than a mere symbol of their
participation in the enterprise of the construction of the cathedral.
Further on, the pilgrim crosses the Iso river over a small medieval
bridge which leads to another important centre of assistance: the
hospital of Ribadiso, the last historical establishment at the service
of pilgrims to remain open on the French Way. The building,
20

adjacent to the river, was renovated and turned into a pilgrims’
hostel in 1993, creating a setting of extraordinary beauty.

The Way leading towards
Ladrón Stream. Arzúa

In the city of Arzúa, famed throughout the region for its superb
cheeses, the pilgrim can still find vestiges of the Trail, such as the
Rúa do Camiño, the Church of Santiago and among others,
the Gothic chapel of A Magdalena, which belonged to another
hospital that has since disappeared.
In Arzúa the traditional Galician vegetation becomes less
prominent. This however, does not prevent the traveller from
enjoying the many rural tourism establishments to be found in
the area around the Portodemouros reservoir (including a wide
range of accommodation options, a Honey Museum, hiking routes,
facilities for water sports, etc.).

Ribadiso pilgrims’ hostel. Arzúa

Arzúa – Santiago de Compostela
This stretch of the Way takes the traveller inland passing
through meadows, oak and eucalyptus trees that surround
the small villages, some of which bear names that reflect their
close connections with the Way: Calzada, Calle, Ferreiros,
Salceda, Brea, Santa Irene –with an interesting church and
fountain– and Rúa, located at the gates of Arca, the capital
of the municipality of O Pino, the last one before Santiago.

Chapel of Santa Irene
Pilgrims on their way through Arca

Once in the municipality of Santiago, after passing near
the airport of the city, the pilgrim reaches the town of
A Lavacolla. Here the pilgrims of yesteryear, in keeping with
the traditional hygienic custom, would wash themselves from
head to toe in a little brook that runs through the area. This
practice of washing the body thoroughly was also common
at a number of hospitals along the Way of Saint James,
starting with the facilities at Roncesvalles and Navarra.

Church of San Roque. A Lavacolla

After leaving Lavacolla, the Way now approaches the Monte
do Gozo (380 m), a small hillock from which the pilgrim was
able to see, for the first time, the towers of Santiago
Cathedral in the distance, hence the name of this spot
–the Mount of Joy–. During the Holy Year of Santiago de
Compostela in 1993, this hillock was converted into
a residential area for pilgrims and visitors to serve as
a meeting place and a leisure centre. It situates the pilgrim
at the start of the urban stretch that will lead him to the
gates of the Cathedral of Santiago.
During the more leisurely section of this leg,
the jubilant pilgrims would proclaim
the first of the group to reach the
summit of the Monte do Gozo, as the
“king of the pilgrimage”.

Monument to Pilgrims
in Monte do Gozo

In Santiago
The French Way, the route taken by pilgrims following the Original
Way to gain access to Santiago (258 m), enters the urban part of
the city through the district of San Lázaro, which has been
converted into a service area housing the Conference and
Exhibition Centre, the Stadium, a number of administrative
buildings belonging to the autonomous government of Galicia and
the Pavilion of Galicia, with a permanent exhibition on Galicia and
the Pilgrim´s Ways to Santiago. The two most important historic
buildings in this area, although recent, are the old lepers’ hospital
(19th century) and the Chapel of San Lázaro (mid 20th century).
After passing through the residential area of Fontiñas, where one
of the largest shopping centres of the city is located, the pilgrim
reaches Os Concheiros, the name of the district and the street,
with its stalls tended by vendors selling scallop shells to the newly
arrived pilgrims. Owing to this tradition the pilgrims were popularly
known in the city as “concheiros’ from the word concha –shell–.
The city’s historic zone becomes visible from the small square of
San Pedro, with its cruceiro –wayside cross– stepped in history and
legends. Travelling down San Pedro Street, from the junction with
the Porta do Camiño –a meaningful name– the pilgrim can see to
his right two of the city’s most emblematic buildings: the former
convent of San Domingos de Bonaval, which today is home to the
Museo do Pobo Galego – the Museum of the Galician People - site
of the city’s only Gothic church – and the Panteón de Galegos

San Domingos de Bonaval
Quintana Square

Ilustres –The Pantheon of Illustrious Galicians–, and the Centro Galego de
Arte Contemporánea (CGAC) –Galician Museum of Modern Art–, designed
by the Portuguese architect, Álvaro Siza, and which today has become one
of the most outstanding exhibition areas for contemporary art in Spain.
After passing the Porta do Camiño, the route begins its final stretch
through narrow pedestrian streets and squares. The first street is Casas
Reais, lined with a number of important buildings, and where the guild of
money changers was once located. On the left is the small, but charming
neo-classical parish church of A Nosa Señora do Camiño. Continuing on a
few metres more, the pilgrim finds the extraordinary façade of the chapel
of As Ánimas, both dating from the late 18th century and home to
interesting collections which are on public display.
The last stop before entering the basilica is the praza de Cervantes, the
first large space for meetings and commerce of historic interest in the city,
and where the City Hall stood until the end of the 18th century.
The parish church of San Bieito do Campo –18th century–,
also neo-classical, is one of the oldest buildings in this square.
From this point the traditional route of the French Way follows the street of
A Acibechería, with the imposing façade of the monastery of San Martiño
Pinario (17-18th centuries) on the right, from which access is gained to one
of the most magnificent cloisters of Galicia and to the Cathedral through the
Romanesque Door of Paradise. This door, today known as A Acibechería,
was replaced during the second half of the 18th century by a work of the
transition from the Baroque to the Neo-classical style.
During Holy Years in Santiago de Compostela – the next will be in 2010 –
pilgrim usually choose to enter the basilica through the Holy Door, located
in Quintana Square, and which is only open during these times.

Obradoiro Square
The Cathedral Holy Door

The historic city
After visiting the Cathedral, the place where
pilgrims first arrive and meet, they can enjoy
a tour of the city of Santiago in all its historic
splendour, taking in the diversity and dynamic
appearance it offers today.
The modern-day city of Santiago de Compostela
evolved from a small settlement of monks who
were the custodians of the tomb of the Apostle
at the time of its discovery, around the year 820.
The city underwent spectacular development
during the Middle Ages, thanks to the popularity
of pilgrimages in Europe, which made it,
along with Jerusalem and Rome, one of the
three great centres of the Christian world.

Raxoi Palace

Between the 15th and the 19th centuries, the city
alternated between prosperity and decadence,
in keeping with the fluctuating pulse of the
history of Galicia, Spain and Europe. Pilgrimages
became less and less important, but Santiago
consolidated its position as a centre of culture,
learning and spirituality thanks to the founding
of the University and the city’s Renaissance and
Baroque heritage, mirrored in most of its major
historical monuments and buildings.

The Thurible

In the Cathedral
The Cathedral of Santiago, whose construction
began in the year 1075, is one of the great
European monuments from both an artistic and
symbolic standpoint. From its Romanesque
origins, it evolved through a number of styles,
although the Baroque elements are perhaps
the most outstanding, culminating in the
façade of O Obradoiro (1738-1750). A tour of
the naves and its Museum reveals an
interesting and varied heritage both in content
and significance.
During his visit to the cathedral and
surroundings, the pilgrim usually carries out a
ritual that takes him to the chapel of the main
altar, in keeping with the tradition, to
‘embrace’ the Apostle Saint James

–a sculpture of Romanesque origin– and next,
to visit the crypt where his remains are buried.
A visit to the Portico of Glory is also part of
the ritual, as is attending the pilgrims’ mass
at 12 noon, where the swinging of the
botafumeiro, hanging high up in the nave of
the transept surprises and delights the visitor.
After his visit to the Cathedral, if the pilgrim
has all the required credentials justifying his
pilgrimage, on foot, on horseback or by
bicycle, he may go to the Pilgrims’ Office
to ask for the compostela, the document
accrediting his pilgrimage, which is granted by
the Cathedral Chapter. From this moment on,
the city of Santiago de Compostela belongs
to the pilgrim to enjoy and to treasure.
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The historic city
Santiago has enjoyed steady growth since
the mid 20th century. In addition to the
gradual rebirth of the pilgrimages,
which keep its traditional spiritual
significance alive, the Pilgrims’ Way
to Santiago has become a growing
tourist and cultural attraction.
In recent years, Santiago, the
administrative capital of the autonomous
region of Galicia, has seen the construction
of a number of important cultural and
tourist infrastructures and it has succeeded
in projecting an international image as a
European oriented historic and cultural
centre. Proof of this are the thousands
of visitors that flock to the city every day
throughout the year.
Declared a World Heritage Site by
UNESCO, Santiago is anxious to maintain
its thousand year old tradition of harmony,
spirituality and progress through the
historic tradition of its Pilgrims’ Way.

The City of Culture
Galician Centre of Contemporary Art
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Santa María a Real de Sar
Original Way / French Way

28

PORTA DE
MAZARELOS
27

TRÁNSITO

Map of Santiago’s historic centre
COSTA DE S
.

AS
ET

17
A
RÚ

OS
EIR
TIÑ
AS
C
S
DO

XIII
OÁN X
. DE X
AVDA

COSTA
NOVA

A
RÚ

R
AR
SC
DA

FRAN
CIS
CO
FACULTADE
DE MEDICINA

O
ISC
NC
RA
NF
US
SA
E
DE
AD
DE
RÚ
AL
EV
D
A
RÚ

CO
ST
A

ÍNS
ASM
SX
DO
A
RÚ

VE
LL
A

18

3

RÚA DOS LOUREIROS

RÚ
A

DA

AL
GA
LIA

RUE
LA D
E

RÚA
DA
TRO
IA

DE A
NTEA
LTAR
ES

PR
EG
UN
TO
IRO

PA
IO
DE
SA
N

LÁN
E INC
VALL

RÚ
A

DE
RÚA

PARQUE DE
SAN DOMINGOS
DE BONAVAL

DA
SC
AS
AS
RE
AI
S

23
22
PORTA
DO
CAMIÑO

VAL
BONA

RO
RÚA DE SAN PED

E
RÚA D

TES
E AR
LA D S
ESCOE OFICIO

32

CA
CER

RUELA DA CAR
MONIÑA
RÚA DAS RODAS

RÚA DE ENTREMUROS

AS
TRO

IA
ATALA
RÚ
A

30

VESA
TRA
RÚA

EIRA
OLIV

TIÑO
GOS
TO A
SAN

E DA
VIRX
DA
RÚA

RÚ
A
A SAN

RUE
LA
DA
S FO
NTIÑ
AS

DO

EF
ON
TIÑ
AS
P. DE
SAN PEDRO
ÍS
LV
BE

Valgada de Belvís

LÁZARO

The Original Way

O
BAIX
DE A
ALIA
ALG
A
D
RÚA

TAFONA
LA DA
RUE

29

31

PESC
CANTÓN DE
A
VEL DERÍA SAN BIEITO
LA

S
STO
ABA

O DA MERC
E

26

S
MPA
TRO
DAS
RÚA

ANZA
ENSIN

DO

A
RRIB
DE A

E
ZA D
PRA

UN
IV
ER
SID
AD
E

A
RÚ

IRA
AM
ALT
DE
RÚA
EAS
AM

PRAZA DE
SAN FIZ

DA

O
ITALIÑ
HOSP

DA
RÚA

.

C

OQUE
SAN R

21

34

PRAZA DE
SANTO
AGOSTIÑO

AS
O RÚ
CINC

25

E S
LO

A
RÚ

DO

A
AZ
PR IXOO
FE

LO
UE
EQ
FONTE C

RERIA FONTE
SECA
CALDEI
ÚA DA
24 TR
AV
PRAZA DA
ES
UNIVERSIDADE
A

PRAZA DE
CERVANTES

ITO
BEN
SAN
DE
RÚA

GA
ON
AC
AD
RÚ
Z
IRE
ELM
EX
AD
RÚ

13

AR

E
RÚA D

ES
QU
TRU

10

8

29
N L
LÉ
SA IGUEROS
RU
O
XE S. MS AG
NT
CA
DO
RE

EL
IGU
NM
SA

A
CR
SA
VÍA

PRAZA A
NTAN
DA QUI

PRAZA DAS
PRATERÍAS

CRISTINA

20

RÍA
HE
EC
CIB
AA
AD
RÚ

A
EC
NS
FO
7

19

PRACIÑA
DE SAN ROQUE

1

9

A
ST
DE

IN PRA
MA ZA
CU DA
LA
DA

A
RÚ

DE
A IÑO
AZ RT
PR MA
S.

11

O
RÚA D

12

PRAZA DO
OBRADOIRO

M
ED
IO

Pilgrim’s hostels
One of the most striking characteristics of the Pilgrims’
Way to Santiago is the hospitality offered. From the very
beginning of the pilgrimages to Santiago, there have
been religious, political and social institutions and
organisations, as well as a myriad of anonymous people
whose primary goal was to serve the pilgrim.
Modern-day pilgrims also enjoy these privileges, which
go hand in hand with the historical significance of the
Pilgrims’ Way to Santiago. The Galician public network
of pilgrims’ hostels, which are found all along the Galician
itineraries, and in many cases, in important historic
buildings, came into being in the early 1990s, in keeping
with the traditional vocation of providing pilgrims with
help and assistance.
This public network of accommodation is free-of-charge
and the regulations governing the system stipulate that
From left to right, the hostels at
O Cádavo, Melide, Santa Irene and Lugo

they are to be used first by pilgrims
travelling the Way on foot, and secondly by
those travelling on horseback and bicycle.
Reservations are not permitted and the
beds may not be booked ahead and are
given out on a first come, first served basis
for a one night stay only.
However, pilgrims and other travellers
have a range of alternative accommodation
options. There are a number of religious
and municipal centres also serving the
pilgrim, especially during busier periods.
In recent times a wide-range of modern
hotels and rural tourism establishments has
cropped up along the different routes which
have added to the diversity of the services
and attractions to be found along the Way.

1. A Fonsagrada

6. Arzúa

2. O Cádavo

7. Santa Irene

3. Lugo

8. O Pino

4. Melide

9. Monte do Gozo

5. Ribadiso

10. San Lázaro

Pilgrims’ hostels

Information on the Way

Pilgrims’ Hostel in Arzúa

A Fonsagrada
Restored country house
San Xoán de Padrón. A
Fonsagrada
24 beds
Next hostel: 23 km.
(O Cádavo, Baleira)

Lugo
Newly constructed building*
Rúa Nóreas, 1. Lugo
44 beds
Parking spaces for bicycles
Distance from next hostel: 52 km
(Melide)

O Cádavo
Newly constructed building*
Campo da Feira, s/n. O Cádavo.
Baleira
22 beds
Parking spaces for bicycles
Distance from next hostel: 30 km
(Lugo)

Melide
Newly constructed building*
R/ San Antón, s/n. Melide
130 beds
Parking spaces for bicycles
Distance from next hostel: 12 km
(Ribadiso, Arzúa)

Ribadiso
Rehabilitated former pilgrims’
hospital set in grounds with
traditional granary, medieval bridge
and ford across the River Iso*
Ribadiso de Abaixo. Arzúa
70 beds
Parking spaces for bicycles
Distance from next hostel: 2 km
(Arzúa)
Arzúa
Rehabilitated traditional town house*
Cima do Lugar, 6. Arzúa
48 beds
10 parking spaces for bicycles
Distance from next hostel: 17 km
(Santa Irene, O Pino)
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Monte do Gozo. Area reserved for pilgrims

Santa Irene
Rehabilitated country house*
Santa Irene. Arca. O Pino
36 beds
5 parking spaces for bicycles
Distance from next hostel: 4 km
(Arca, O Pino)
O Pino
Newly constructed building*
Pedrouzo. Arca. O Pino
126 beds
Distance from next hostel: 15 km
(Monte do Gozo,
Santiago de Compostela)

Monte do Gozo
Newly constructed complex*
Monte do Gozo. Santiago de
Compostela
800 free beds
1968 paying beds
100 parking spaces for bicycles
San Lázaro (pilgrim’s hostel)
Purpose built construction*
Calle San Lázaro, s/n
Santiago de Compostela
80 paying beds
Parking for bicycles
* Accommodation with
disabled and special
needs facilities.
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Services
Town Councils
A Fonsagrada

Melide

Rúa Burón, 12
Tel.: +34 982-340000
Fax: +34 982-340001
concellofonsagrada@yahoo.es
www.fonsagrada.org

Pza. do Convento, 5
Tel.: +34 981-505003
Fax: +34 981-506203
correo@melide.dicoruna.es
www.melide.org

Baleira

Arzúa

Avda. Doutor Escobar, s/n
O Cádavo-Baleira
Tel.: +34 982-354059
Fax: +34 982-354039
concello.baleira@eidolocal.es
www.concellodebaleira.com

Rúa Santiago, 2
Tel.: +34 981-500000
Fax: +34 981-500914
alcaldia@arzua.dicoruna.es
www.concellodearzua.org

Castroverde

Pedrouzo, s/n. Arca
Tel.: +34 981-511002
Fax: +34 981-511123
correo@opino.dicoruna.es
www.concellodeopino.com

Pza. do Concello, 2
Tel.: +34 982-312080
Fax: +34 982-313011
concellodecastroverde@dunid.com
www.concellodecastroverde.com

Lugo
Pza. Maior, 1
Tel.: +34 982-297100
Fax: +34 982-297101
010@concellodelugo.org
www.lugo.es

O Pino

Santiago de Compostela
Pza. do Obradoiro, s/n
Pazo de Raxoi
Tel.: +34 981-542300
Fax: +34 981-563864
alcalde@aytocompostela.es
www.santiagodecompostela.org

Guntín
Ctra. de Santiago, 12
Tel.: +34 982-320001
Fax: +34 982-320088
concellodeguntin@gmail.com
www.concellodeguntin.com

Palas de Rei
Avda. Compostela, 28
Tel.: +34 982-380001
Fax: +34 982-374015
concellopalas@terra.es

Toques
Souto, s/n
Tel.: +34 981-505826
Fax: +34 981-506255
toques@dicoruna.es
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Emergency Services
Medical emergencies
061

Emergencies
(general, free of charge and internacional)
112

Xacobeo Information
O Cebreiro
Tel.: +34 982-367025

Information Office in Santiago
Tel.: +34 902-332010
Rúa do Vilar, 30-32, ground floor
informacion.xacobeo@xunta.es

Web Site
www.xacobeo.es

Rural Tourism Central
Reservations Office
Tel.: +34 34 902-200432
webrural@xunta.es

Tourist Information Offices
Lugo
Pza. Maior, 27-29
Tel.: +34 982-231361

A Coruña
Dársena da Mariña, s/n
Tel.: +34 981-221822

Santiago de Compostela
Rúa do Vilar, 30-32, ground floor
Tel.: +34 981-584081

Turgalicia
Tel.: +34 902-200432
Fax: + 34 981-542510
www.turgalicia.es
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The Pilgrims’
Ways to Santiago
The discovery of the Tomb of the Apostle Saint
James the Greater at the beginning of the 9th
century soon brought about a stream of
travellers making the pilgrimage to the site,
which is today the Galician city of Santiago
de Compostela. This vast influx of pilgrims
from all over Europe led to the creation
of a network of itineraries, known collectively
as the Camino de Santiago or the Pilgrims’
Way to Santiago.
The heyday of the pilgrimages took place
between the 11th, 12th and 13th centuries
with the granting of specific spiritual
indulgences. This trend, however,
has endured to a greater or lesser
extent over the course of the centuries.
Since the mid 20th century the Pilgrims’
Way to Santiago has been experiencing
an international rebirth, which combines
its spiritual and socio-cultural tradition
with its tourist appeal, and once again
it has become a melting pot for all types
of peoples and cultures.
Traditionally the Pilgrims’ Ways are at their
busiest during the Holy Years, held at intervals
of 6, 5, 6, and 11 years –the next will be in 2010–,
but any time is ideal for following the Way
towards its ultimate goal: the city of Santiago
de Compostela.
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The Pilgrims’ Way in Europe
Throughout its twelve hundred year history, the Pilgrims’ Way to Santiago
has given rise to an extraordinary spiritual, cultural and social vitality.
Thanks to the existence of the Way, the first network of assistance in
Europe came into being and monasteries, cathedrals and new urban
centres were founded.
A new culture was born from the convergence of peoples of diverse
backgrounds, based on the free exchange of ideas, artistic and social
trends, in addition to a socio-economic driving force which boosted
the development of a number of areas in Europe, especially during the
Middle Ages. The mark left by the Way and by the pilgrims on the city
of Santiago de Compostela can be clearly seen from an endless number
of public and private testimonies, in the different art forms, and also,
for example, in the publication of over one thousand books worldwide,
which in recent decades have extolled the virtues of this Way,
a work of art and the heritage of all Europeans.
The main routes of the Pilgrims’ Way to Santiago were declared the
First European Cultural Itinerary (1987) by the Council of Europe and a
World Heritage Site by UNESCO in the stretches travelling across Spain
and France (1993 and 1998, respectively). In 2004 it also received
the Prince of Asturias Award for Harmony
from the Prince of Asturias
Foundation.

Galicia, the land of Saint James
According to ancient legend, the Iberian Peninsula
formed part of the lands where the Apostle Saint James
preached Christianity. After he was beheaded in 44 AD,
tradition says that his disciples took the body of the
saint by boat to Galicia, one of the Spanish lands
he preached in.
The difficult times during the early years of Christianity
and the fact that most of the northern part of the
peninsula was sparsely populated would have meant that
the exact location of the burial site would have fallen into
oblivion. However, around the year 820 remains were
found which were attributed by the ecclesiastic and civil
authorities to be those of Saint James the Greater.
This event, which took place in remote Galician
woodland, would give rise to the founding of the
present day city of Santiago de Compostela.
Santiago became the attractive goal of a pilgrimage that
would, over the centuries, lead pilgrims from all walks of
life and via the most diverse itineraries, to the tomb of
the only apostle of Jesus, along with Saint Peter in Rome,
who is buried on European soil.
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The Galician Ways
The diverse origins of these pilgrims gave rise to a total of six
European ways leading to Galicia.
The busiest and most important itinerary from a socio-economic,
artistic and cultural view, is the route known as the French Way,
which enters Spain across the Pyrenees and Galicia via the
mythical hills of O Cebreiro.
However, there are five other itineraries that have also earned a
place for themselves in the history of the pilgrimages to Santiago.
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Northern Way
Original Way

Augas Santas
O Porriño

Route of the Sea of Arousa
and the Ulla River
Fisterra-Muxía Way

Palas de Rei
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Santiago de Compostela
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French Way
Southeast Way–
Vía da Prata

Betanzos

Carral

Cee
Corcubión
Fisterra

Ribadeo

Abadín

Vilalba

Viñas

Cambre

Arante

Trabada Santiago de Abres

They are the Original and North Ways,
of great importance in the early pilgrimage
days, with two major routes that enter
Galicia via Asturias, from the Basque
Country and Cantabria; the English Way,
followed particularly by pilgrims,
who from northern Europe and the British
Isles arrived at ports such as A Coruña
and Ferrol; the Portuguese Way, which
was used by pilgrims travelling from
Portugal up through Galicia’s southwestern region; and the Southeast Way,
used by pilgrims who, on their way
to Santiago from the south and centre
of the Peninsula, followed the popular
Vía de la Plata, between Mérida and
Astorga, continuing on into the territory
of Ourense to Santiago de Compostela.

O Cebreiro. The French Way
Oseira. The South East Way –The Silver Way
“Compostela” and credential

A Coruña. The English Way
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There are two other routes whose
symbolism is believed to be closely
linked to the Pilgrims’ Way to Santiago:
the Fisterra-Muxía Way, used by a
number of medieval pilgrims, who after
worshipping at the tomb of the apostle,
were enticed to undertake the journey
to Cape Finisterre, the westernmost
point on earth known at the time;
and the route known as the Route of
the Sea of Arousa and the River Ulla,
recalling the itinerary, which according
to tradition, was taken by the boat
bearing the mortal remains of the
Apostle to Galicia (1st century).
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Cape Fisterra.
The Fisterra-Muxía Way

Os Camiños de
Santiago en Galicia

Camiño Primitivo

S.A. de Xestión do Plan Xacobeo

