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The Southeast Way – Vía de la Plata
This is the longest of all the ways in Galicia. It travels
through the provinces of Ourense, Pontevedra and A
Coruña, crossing nature reserves of great beauty, with a
wealth of cultural and ecological heritage. Due to its
length, this itinerary offers alternatives and a number of
accesses into Galicia from Northeast Portugal and
through the basin of the Sil River, which has been the
traditional entry to Galicia since ancient times. The
Southeast Way is actually an extension of the Roman
road known as the Vía de la Plata, which connected
Emerita Augusta (Mérida) with Asturica Augusta
(Astorga), and crosses the western part of the Iberian
peninsula from south to north, travelling over the basins
of the Tajo and Duero Rivers. The Way was laid out in
early Christian times, taking advantage of older roads,
in keeping with the practical nature of the Romans.
During the early Middle Ages, the route was still in use,
first with the Visigoths and later under Islamic rule. The
term “Vía de la Plata” (the Silver Way) has its roots in the
original etymological meaning from the Arabic Bal’latta,
which the Moslems used to designate this wide, stonedpaved public way, with its solid design, leading north to
the land of the Christians. It was used, in part, by the
infantry of Córdoba during the military expedition
conducted by Almanzor against Santiago in August 997.
The term Vía de la Plata therefore makes no reference to
anything that might have to do with the extraction or trade
of this precious metal.
In the late Middle Ages, the route was once again
Christianised by the Andalusian Mozarabs, who found making
the pilgrimage to Santiago less perilous following the conquest
of Seville and Córdoba by Ferdinand III. The story that recounts
the return of the bells to the Cathedral of Santiago is related to
the Vía de la Plata. With this symbolic act, the route between
Córdoba and Santiago entered a new era, and as of 1250 it was
used by pilgrims from Andalusia and Extremadura. Some would
continue on to Astorga, linking up with the French Way, while others
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Waterfall on the River Toxa. Silleda

would take the cut-off leading to Puebla de Sanabria- A GudiñaLaza/Verín-Ourense-Santiago, which made the route shorter and more
direct. The way that passes through Laza is 214 km in length, whereas the
route through Verín is 233 km. A third possibility takes pilgrims through
Northeast Portugal, towards Bragança or Chaves, entering Galicia in the
southern part of the province in the direction of Verín, continuing along
towards Laza or Xinzo de Limia. These itineraries all converge in the city
of Ourense. From there, the route continues as far as San Cristovo de
Cea. the route travels along until it reaches San Cristovo de Cea. Many
pilgrims sought the hospitality offered by the monastery of Oseira.
Others preferred to hurry on to Dozón. From this location, they would set
out for Lalín, Silleda, Ponte Ulla and Santiago.
There were pilgrim hospitals in Verín, Monterrei, Xunqueira de Ambía,
Allariz and Ourense. The Hospital of Saint Lazarus was founded in Verín.
Monterrei was the site of a pilgrim hospital that still preserves its
entrance with an inscription bearing the date of its foundation (1429),
although it is known that accommodation was offered to pilgrims in
the county refuge as far back as 1320. The hospital in Xunqueira
de Ambía, built in the vicinity of the collegiate church by Alonso
de Piña, is recorded in documentation as dating from 1520-1540
(Historic Archives of the Province of Ourense). This centre was
able to attend to one hundred pilgrims from Spain and abroad.
The pilgrim hospital of Allariz was founded between 13th and
14th centuries. The noble building is still standing, and the
symbols of Santiago and Saint James can still be seen carved
on the façade. A document from the year 1678 states that the
hospital offered food and lodging for two days to pilgrims from
León, Castille and Portugal. In the city of Ourense there was the
hospital of San Roque, located on the site of the modern day
promenade, the Alameda do Concello, that attended to the sick,
the poor and newly arrived pilgrims. The elegant Renaissance
portal still stands in the Praza da Trinidade. The frontispiece bears
an image of Saint James the Pilgrim.
“Abrideira” Virgin.
Museum of Santa Clara. Allariz

The Old Bridge. Ourense
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Another institution worthy of mention is
the Monastery of Oseira. In the cloisters and
hospital of this monastery, which date back
to the 12th century, the Cistercian monks
would care for the pilgrims.
As for the military orders in charge of
safeguarding the Way, one of the most
important is the Order of Saint James,
on the Laza-Xunqueira-Ourense route. The
Santiago commandery of Barra protected the
stretch going from Codesedo, at the foot of
Monte Talariño, where there is a roadside
shrine, to Vilar de Gumareites. The Order of
Saint John of Jerusalem (later the Order of
Malta) set up a priory in 1170 and were
responsible for protecting the Vilanova bridge and the way at the far
end of this royal town. The late 12th century Romanesque church is still
standing, and, with the medieval bridge, constitutes a historical group
of monuments. The knights-templar were based in Santa Mariña de
Augas Santas and shortly before they were repressed, they had begun
to construct a church on the site of the “forno da santa”.

The gardens. Oca stately home.
A Estrada

In the province of Pontevedra stand the chapel of the Holy Spirit
and a small hospital in A Estrada. In 1589, a native of A Estrada,
Juan González de Figueroa, bequeathed his house to be used
as a hospice for pilgrims travelling to Santiago de Compostela.
The most famous pilgrims who followed this route were
Don Gonzalo Fernández de Córdoba, the Great Captain,
who travelled to Santiago to fulfil a promise, and Santo Toribio
de Mongroviejo, who had finished his studies in religious doctrine
at the University of Santiago in 1568, and was to be the future
Archbishop of Lima. His work as Archbishop at the helm of this
Southamerican diocese, elevated him to the status of sainthood
in 1726 during the papacy of Benedict XIII.
Leather museum. Allariz
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A Canda – A Gudiña
The Pilgrims’ Way, which is an
extension of the Vía de la Plata, enters
the province of Ourense through the
mountain pass of Portela de Canda, in
the municipality of A Mezquita, and
continues on to the villages of A
Canda and Vilavella, whose church is
dedicated to Santa María da Cabeza.
The Way then continues along until it
reaches O Pereiro and O Cañizo, the
latter located in the vicinity of the
elevation of the same name and then
heads towards A Gudiña, famous for
being a bustling town with excellent
taverns, which has attracted travellers
and pilgrims since the 18th century,
when it belonged to the domain of the
Count of Monterrei. The simple
Baroque church, consecrated to San
Martiño, was built in 1619.

St James the Elder. The Portico of Paradise. Ourense Cathedral
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As Portas Reservoir. A Gudiña
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Leaving behind A Gudiña’s town centre, the way takes the Verea Vella
or Verea Sur – known in the 16th century as the French or Royal Way,
travelling across the spectacular landscapes of A Serra Seca, passing
through the A Venda do Espiño and the A Venda da Teresa (in the
parish of Santiago de Carracedo da Serra, in whose church the pilgrim
can behold the image of Saint James the Pilgrim, both on the
altarpiece and on the façade). As these places of overwhelming beauty
are unpopulated, there are many open areas all along the Verea. Next,
the pilgrim comes across the Venda da Capela and the Venda de
Bolaño, offering a splendid view of the Monte da Urdiñeira, an ancient
pre-Roman hillfort.
The Way at Porto Camba

On completing this harsh section of the Way across A Serra Seca, at an
altitude of over one thousand metres, the pilgrim comes to Santiago
de Campobecerros (Castrelo do Val), the parish that used to belong to
the commandery of Santiago of San Marcos de León. Along this route,
here known as A Verea Vella, the pilgrims could count on the assistance
of the Knights Hospitaller of the Order of Saint James. The way turns
inwards at Porto Camba, to cross a mountain valley of the Serra de San
Mamede, which belonged to the monastic domain of Montederramo
and the regular clergy of Xunqueira de Ambía.
Some of the pilgrims would take the detour in A Mourisca to visit the
Marian Shrine of Pena Tallada, after which they would climb to the
summit of the Serra de San Mamede to see the chapel and then
descend to the Cistercian monastery of Montederramo (16-17th
centuries). They would continue along this way seeking out the
charity of the same order, until they reached the Marian shrine of
Os Milagres de Monte Medo, famous for its religious festival and for
its 18th century Baroque church. In the interior of this church there is
an altarpiece niche where the venerated image of the Virgin is kept.
After this visit, the pilgrims would travel to Xunqueira de Ambía,
joining up again with the original route. Most of the pilgrims,
however, would continue on, after Porto Camba, to the village of
As Eiras (parish of Santiago de Trez) and then to the town of Laza,
Shrine of the Milagros
de Monte Medo. Baños de Molgas
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linking up with the pilgrimage route as it makes its way from
Chaves, Portugal, crossing the border and passing through Feces
de Abaixo, on the banks of the Támega River, and the village of
Mandín. Once in the municipality of Verín, it continues on to
Tamaguelos, with its church dedicated to Santiago, and then passes
through Mourazos, Tamagos and Cabreiroá, famous for the lithiumrich waters of its spa, before reaching Verín. After leading the
pilgrim around the Castle of Monterrei, the way leaves behind it the
village of Mixós, famous for its 9th century pre-Romanesque church,
whose apses contain Roman altars and remains of a mural painting
dating from the 16th century.

Laza

Portuguese routes through the interior
and the itinerary of Feces de Abaixo –
Verín – Monterrei – Laza

After winding its way through Estevesiños, Vences and Arcucelos,
the route comes to the village of A Retorta, still in the valley of
Monterrei. The pilgrim is welcomed by a stone cross and a Gothic
church consecrated to Santa Mariña. In the town of Laza, famous for
its popular carnival festivities prior to Lent, the way passes through
the town centre, skirting the pillory in the square, and approaches
the church of San Xoán de Laza (1701). The church is accessed through
an open porch in the bell tower. Its choir stalls bear the coat of arms
of the Marquis of Tenebrón, adorned with five scallop shells. Laza is
a crossroads where this itinerary joins up with that of the Verea Sur,
the traditional old Road to Castille.
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Laza – Vilar de Barrio –
Xunqueira de Ambía
After leaving Laza, the way takes us to Soutelo Verde and Santa María de
Alberguería, an important landmark on this itinerary, as it was the site of
an inn for travellers, as well as a charitable hospital for pilgrims. The
parish church of Alberguería dates from the 17th century and contains
sculptures of Saint James and Saint Michael. The knights of Santiago who
were stationed in the nearby town of Codesedo, watching over the way,
also had ties with Alberguería. Eventually, the pilgrim comes to the
municipality of Sarreaus and passes through the parishes of Paradiña and
Codesedo. In the latter municipality, the pilgrim goes through the village
of O Veredo, a place name with close associations with the Way.
The coat of arms of the Marquis
of Bóveda. High altar of the
Church of Santa María de Bóveda

Once in Vilar de Barrio, the pilgrim finds himslef in the municipal capital,
and continues his journey to the village of Santa María de Bóveda,
location of the stately home of the Marquis of Bóveda de Limia, knight of
Santiago and a chapel founded by this nobleman in the parish church.
Next on the way is Vilar de Gumareites. From this point on, the way is
called Verea de Santiago. This route, which is partially flooded in winter, is
easy to walk because of its width, but the stone pavement is worn. Shortly
thereafter, the Way enters the municipality of Xunqueira de Ambía, going
past the parish of Sobradelo, crossing the Roman Way XVIII of Antonino’s
itinerary (the Roman milestone is still in place). This Roman road crossed
through Limia and connected Bracara Augusta (Braga, Portugal) with
Asturica Augusta (Astorga).
The route continues until it reaches Bovadela and Cima de Villa, before
entering Xunqueira de Ambía, one of the high points along the Southeast
Way. It is, in fact, a spiritual centre dating back to medieval times, run by
the regular clergy under the rule of Saint Augustine. There is a splendid
Romanesque church, a cloister with attached outbuildings and, in the
past, the complex had a pilgrim hospital able to accommodate one
hundred people. When it was first built in the 9th century, it housed both

“Peto de animas”. Side wall of
the Chapel of Nuestra Señora de las
Mercedes, Soutelo Verde. Laza
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Cloister of the Collegiate
Church of Xunqueira de Ambía

monks and nuns, but it eventually became a
community of regular clergy who arrived in 1150
from Santa María de Sar (Santiago). The
Romanesque church of Xunqueira de Ambía was
begun in 1164 on the order of Ferdinand II of
León and was completed in the early 13th century,
following the post-Mateo style, associated with
the school who built the transept of the Cathedral
of Ourense. The interior boasts a lovely piece that
served as a support to the altar (some time after
1200), sculpted in stone by a follower of Master
Mateo. There are also remains of the choir stalls
dating from the 16th century and a magnificent
collection of Baroque altarpieces and organs.
Adjacent to the church is a splendid 16th century
cloister, built in the late Gothic style and with a
clear Portuguese influence.
Inside of the Collegiate Church of Xunqueira de Ambía
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Xunqueira de Ambía – Ourense
After leaving Xunqueira, the way heads towards the village
of San Xillau (it is interesting to note that Saint Julian is
depicted in the Leyenda Dorada (Golden Legend), helping
the pilgrims to cross rivers), and continues on to A Pousa,
passing the chapel of the Virgin del Camino. Next, the
pilgrim comes across the village of Vilanova, with its houses
that bear coats of arms with the crosses of military orders
and the scallop shells of Saint James, and then continues
on to Salgueiros and Os Casares. At this point many
pilgrims would turn off the route towards Santa Mariña
de Augas Santas.
The way then crosses the westernmost
end of the municipality of Baños de
Molgas, passing through the village of
Gaspar and goes farther inward to the
lands of Paderne de Allariz, passing
Cantoña and Ousende. The church of
San Mamede de Cantoña boasts an
image of Saint Michael and a stone
sculpture of Saint James the Pilgrim
dating from the Baroque period.
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The Verea reaches the municipality of
Taboadela, after crossing the parish of
Santiago de Rabeda, whose church is
graced with two images of Saint James
the Pilgrim, one located on the façade,
and the other, in the altarpiece. The way
then continues on to Venda do Río and
Pereiras. In Pereiras this itinerary
connects up with the Route from Xinzo
and Allariz.
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A Gudiña – Verín – Monterrei
On leaving A Gudiña town centre, the pilgrim may opt to take
the shorter of two routes – the Verea Sur – towards Laza, or
continue on his way to the crossroads in Verín. The latter route
heads towards the parish church of San Mamede de Pentes, passing
the old inns of Purrian, San Pedro and Pentes. It then continues on
to Mente and Navallo, in the municipality of Riós, and reaches the
town of As Vendas da Barreira, where the pilgrim may visit the
Chapel of San Mauro. The Way then leads to takes us to the villages
of Trasestrada, Sarreaus, Trasverea, Mirós and Fumaces, before
arriving in Verín.
Pilgrims’ hospital,
Monterrei Castle. Verín
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The town of Verín, located in the fertile valley of Monterrei, is a
crossroads for several pilgrims’ ways, a site that bears witness to the
coming and going of Portuguese pilgrims from Chaves. The historic
legacy of its urban centre boasts a Baroque church belonging to the
convent of the Mercedarians and several “pazos” (manor houses) of
interest; namely the Casa del Asistente, with its coat of arms, which
today has been converted into a pilgrims’ hostel. The way continues on
to Monterrei, with the towering silhouette of the Fortress that
dominates the entire valley. This impressive castle, the ancestral home
of the Ulloa family, related to the Lemos family, and later to the Casa de
Alba, still preserves its medieval walls, the 13th century church, the 15th
century keep and and the 16th century Count’s Palace, which holds the
interesting Monterrei Collection and is open to the public. This
residential and defensive compound housed the first printing press in
Galicia, where in 1494, the Missale Auriense was printed. Nearby, the
pilgrims’ hospital also contributed to the growth of the town.
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Pilgrims’ hostel.
Casa del Asistente. Verín
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Monterrei – Trasmirás – Xinzo
de Limia – Allariz – Ourense
Leaving Monterrei behind, the route travels along to the village of Albarellos,
whose parish church is consecrated to the Apostle. It then passes the village of
Infesta, and enters the municipality of Cualedro, going through the town of
Rebordondo and the village of Pena Verde. Next, the way takes us through
Viladerrei on the way to Estivadas, and heads towards Trasmiras, taking advantage
of the easy route through the valley of A Limia, passing Zos and Boado, before
reaching Xinzo de Limia. The most outstanding symbol of this town’s pilgrimage
tradition can be found in the Romanesque porch of the church of Santa María de
Xinzo, which has a column with a capital bearing a scallop shell.

Altarpiece of the Church
of Santo Estevo de Sandiás

The Way continues on to Vilariño das Poldras, Couso de Limia and Vilar de
Sandiás, whose parish church, Santo Estevo (16th century) is the most
emblematic building of the municipality. The late Gothic porch of this church is
a true reflection of the Portuguese influence and the manuelin style art in
southern Galicia. The altarpiece of Sandiás was crafted by the sculptor
Francisco de Moure in 1603 and boasts powerfully expressive images, like
those of Saint Stephen, Saint Peter and Saint Paul, in addition to a group of
mannierist style paintings (the Annunciation, the Visitation, the four Doctors of
the Latin Church and several female saints), located at the base of the
altarpiece, created in 1605 by the Portuguese artist, Lourenço Pardo.
The route takes us to the town of Piñeira de Arcos, before crossing the valley
connecting to Allariz. In this municipality the pilgrim passes through Coedo,
Outeiro de Torneiros, Paradiñas and Torneiros before reaching the village of
Penedós nestled in a setting of great natural beauty and famous for the
Romanesque image of the Crucified Christ found in its church. The Way then
carries on to the town of Allariz with its streets and squares graced with the
Romanesque churches of San Pedro, Santiago, Santo Estevo and San Xoán de
Vilanova. The church of Santiago de Allariz (late 12th century) stands right in
the centre of the town. A church of kings, it was built by Alphonse VI who
commissioned the craftsmanship of artisans influenced by Master Mateo and
associated with the Cathedral of Ourense. Outside the city wall stands the
Baroque convent of Santa Clara, founded at the end of the 13th century by
Queen Violante, wife of Alphonse X. There is a museum housing the Virgin
18

Abrideira, made out of
ivory, and the “Glass
Cross”, both dating from
the late 13th century.
After visiting Allariz, the
pilgrim continues on to A
Frieira, crossing the parish of
Santiago de Folgoso and
passing through Roiriz de
Abaixo, Roiriz de Arriba, Rubiás,
Espiñeiros, A Vila and Augas
Santas, where he can stop at the
castro (hillfort) de Armeá, the church of
Santa Mariña, built around 1200, with its
ground plan of three naves and three
apses laid out in a basilica, and the
unfinished Basilica of the Ascensión (Order of
the Knights Templar) which has a crypt that
houses the “forno da santa” linked to religious
traditions devoted to Santa Mariña.
The Way now enters Taboadela, crossing the parish of
Santiago de Rabeda, and continues on to Pereiras, entering
San Cibrao das Viñas, after passing A Castellana and Ponte
Noalla. In Ourense, the way takes us past San Breixo de Seixalbo, with
its interesting Baroque church boasting a medieval chapel and a cruceiro
(wayside cross), before entering the centre of the capital of the province
of Ourense. Next on the route are A Castellana, Ponte Noalla, San Breixo
de Seixalbo and it then enters Ourense.
The way takes the pilgrim into the city centre of the capital of the
province of Ourense to visit the cathedral and its Chapel of the Holy
Christ, the fountain of las Burgas, the streets and squares and the
bridges over the Miño River. Ourense boasts a considerable historic and
artistic heritage. The Roman bridge (dating back to the 1st century and
rebuilt during the 13th and 17th centuries), the convent church of San
Francisco and its 14th century cloister, the church of A Trinidade (16th
century), pazos (manor houses) built between the 16th and 18th centuries
Baroque churches with excellent altarpieces and sculptures (Santo
Domingo, Santa Eufemia, Santa María la Madre) and the group of
buildings belonging to the cathedral, with its magnificent Romanesque
church (12th century), whose transept is the work of a group of craftsmen
made up of disciples of Master Mateo, the the 13th century Portico of
Paradise, the unfinished 13th century cloister, which houses the cathedral
museum, and the Renaissance and Baroque chapels (San Xoán, Santo
Cristo, etc.), adorned with works by artists such as Juan de Angés el
Mozo, Francisco de Moure and Mateo de Prado.
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Ourense – Cea
On leaving Ourense, the way passes Cudeiro and Sartédigos.
A little farther along, it enters the municipality of Amoeiro and goes
through the parish of San Paio de Bóveda, before reaching
Tamallancos (municipality of Vilamarín). In the village of Sobreira
there is a detour that leads to the manor house-castle of Vilamarín, the
former residential fortress of the Count and Countess of Ribadavia,
which was reconstructed after being partially destroyed during the wars
of the “irmandiños” or brotherhoods during the 15th century. In Ponte
Sobreira, the way crosses a historic bridge spanning the Barbantiño
River leading into the municipality of Cea, passing through the
picturesque villages of Faramontaos, Viduedo and As Casas Novas.
Shortly after the way comes to the centre of San Cristovo de Cea,
famous for its delicious brown bread and for its noteworthy
ethnographic group of traditional dwellings, community ovens, raised
granaries and sheds. The lands of Cea belonged to the monastic
domain of Oseira from the 12th century until the Disentailment.
In the vicinity of Cea, coming down to us from medieval times is the
Romanesque church of San Facundo, whose construction began in 1206.
Vilamarín Manor House

Sobreira medieval bridge. San Cristovo de Cea

The Way leading down to the Mandrás Bridge.
San Cristovo de Cea

It was laid out in a single nave and a rectangular apse and later
modified. This church held the relics of San Facundo and San Primitivo,
which would have been worshiped by the pilgrims, until the 16th
century, when they were moved to Ourense Cathedral.
On the section leading from Ourense to As Casas Novas (Cea), there is
another, more modern alternative route, which runs along the right
bank of the Miño River and continues on to Quintela, still in the
municipality of Ourense, going on to the villages of Liñares and
Cimadevila, which are located in the municipality of Amoeiro, and
finally passes Mandrás and Pulledo before entering As Casas Novas.
Sobreira Manor House. Vilamarín
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The chapter house of the Monastery
of Santa María de Oseira

Monastery of Santa María de Oseira

After leaving Cea, many pilgrims would take the turn-off
to visit the Monastery of Oseira, a Cistercian monastery
traditionally known for its hospitality to pilgrims. Worthy of
note is its 12th century church, one of the most perfect
examples of the Galician Romanesque style, with a floor
plan clearly influenced by the cathedral in Santiago. It is
laid out in a Latin cross, with three naves, a transept and
presbytery surrounded by an ambulatory from which radial
chapels stem. There are a number of altarpieces and
mural paintings from the Baroque period and two images
sculpted by José Gambino (1722-1775), portraying Saint
James the Pilgrim and San Famiano, a German monk who
made pilgrimages to Santiago, Jerusalem and Rome. The
sacristy and high choir of the church are two magnificent
pieces dating from the 16th century. The three cloisters
and the façades of the church and the monastery
comprise a scholarly compendium of Renaissance and
Baroque architecture.
After Oseira, the pilgrim may rejoin the route heading for Castro de Dozón,
passing through Carballeidiña and Coiras. Another possibility is to take a
shorter, more direct route to Dozón, starting out from Cea, passing through
Porto do Souto, Cotelas, Piñor, Arenteiro, O Reino and Carballeda, in the
municipality of Piñor.

Church of San Pedro de Dozón

These two possible itineraries will take the pilgrim to Castro de Dozón
and the nearby village of Mosteiro, with its monastery church, San
Pedro de Vilanova de Dozón, a jewel of the Galician Romanesque style,
dating from the 12th century, which belonged to a convent of
Benedictine nuns. From the 16th century onwards, it came under the
jurisdiction of San Paio de Antealtares. A little farther off the track
stands the Marian sanctuary of Pena de Francia, which is visited by
pilgrims at the annual religious festival on the first Sunday in October.
The way reaches the hillock of Santo Domingo, site of a chapel
dedicated to this saint, and then enters Lalín (Pontevedra), crossing the
parish of Santiago de Catasós, through Puxallos and Pontenoufe, A
Xesta and Medelo. It then continues on to Mesón de Cuñarro, Donsión,
Empedrada and Prado. The city of Lalín –4 km from Donsión– still
conserves the Romanesque church of San Martiño, which used to be part
of a monastery founded in the 10th century. In Prado there is a turn-off in
the road leading to Nosa Señora do Corpiño, a Baroque church laid out
in a Latin cross, rich in elaborate altarpieces and devotional images.
The route then winds through the parish of Santiago de Taboada
(Silleda), crossing the medieval bridge over the Deza River, and
continues until it reaches the municipal capital. The pilgrim may stop at
the Romanesque churches of Fiestras and Ansemil. Nearby, there is a
waterfall, called the “Fervenza do río Toxa” (municipalities of Silleda
and Vila de Cruces).
From Silleda it is also possible to take a detour to visit the sanctuary
of la Saleta or the ruins of the Monastery of Carboeiro. The church
belonging to this monastery was built by the workshop of Master
Mateo between 1175-1200. It is laid out in a Latin cross, with three
naves, a transept and polygonal presbytery surrounded by an
ambulatory with three radial chapels supported by a crypt,
the only one of its kind in Galicia.
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Silleda – Santiago
The final section of this pilgrims’ way takes us through the municipalities
of Silleda, A Estrada, Vedra, Boqueixón and Santiago. The pilgrim
crosses the Ulla valley which overlooks a land that is rich in manor
houses and churches, and partially linked to the pilgrimage tradition
of the Traslatio (Book II of the “Calextine Codex”). After leaving Silleda,
the route passes through Foxo, Margaride and Chapa, whose church,
dedicated to San Cibrao, used to have a pilgrim hospital nearby. After
crossing Chapa, the route continues on to Bandeira, Codeseira, Piñeiro
and Castrovite (A Estrada). The latter is the site of an ancient hillfort,
crowned by the chapel of Santa Mariña, which is also a natural lookout
point from which to gain a commanding view of the Pico Sacro. In the
town of A Estrada, the pilgrims took advantage of the assistance offered
by the hospitallers. The route then heads towards Santa María de Loimil,
a Romanesque church with a single nave and an apse with a flat head
finished off in a stone image of the Agnus Dei on the exterior. The way
passes Casares and Carballas and crosses through the parish of Santo
Estevo de Oca, well-known for its harmonious architectural ensemble
enhanced by ponds and gardens, called the Pazo de Oca, one of the
most outstanding manor houses in Galicia. Its Baroque chapel is
Ulla Bridge with views of
the San Xoán da Cova Viaduct. Vedra

magnificent, with its central floor plan and altarpiece boasting sculptures
by Gambino (1772-1775). The way continues through Valboa, Arnois, A
Calzada and Veiga. It enters Vedra by way of Ponte Ulla, crossing the
historic bridge over the Ulla River, reaching the province of A Coruña.
The Romanesque church of Santa María Magdalena in Ponte Ulla has a
fresco painting of the Annunciation dating from the 16th century on its
triumphal arch. In the vicinity of this church there are several pazos (manor
houses): Vista Alegre, Rivadulla (Granja de Ortigueira) and Ximonde. The
latter two, Baroque in style, are set in extensive landscaped grounds and
open countryside.
The route then leads to the villages of Eiravedra, Francés, Cumbraos and
Sobredo. A little farther along, it enters the municipality of Boqueixón,
passing through Ruibal. A turn-off in the road takes the pilgrim to Pico
Sacro, an elevation of over five hundred metres, towering over the
surrounding countryside. This hilltop is linked to the tradition of the
Traslatio of the body of the apostle from Iria to Compostela. It was on the
slopes of this hill where the disciples of Saint James encountered the
fighting bulls that they tamed and yoked to the cart bearing the body of
the saint, taking him to his grave in the Libredón forest. A few metres
from the summit, the chapel of Saint Sebastian was built. Originally built
in the 16th century, this chapel was reconstructed during the Romanesque
period and in modern times.
Leaving Ruibal and Dexeiro de Arriba, the way reaches the municipality of
Santiago, passing through the town of A Susana. It then returns to Vedra,
travelling through Paradela, and finally enters Santiago by way of Corexo,
Angrois and Cruceiro de Sar, on the outskirts of the historic city. The
Collegiate Church of Santa María de Sar is part of a monastery founded
in 1136 by Canon Munio Afonso. The church was consecrated by
Archbishop Gelmírez and completed in the early 13th century, along with
its cloister, by a workshop following the style of Master Mateo.
Pond and bridge. Pazo de Oca
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In Santiago

Collegiate Church of Santa María a Real de Sar

Library of the Faculty of Geography and History

After leaving the Collegiate Church of Sar and
its interesting Museum of Religious Art, the
pilgrim must make one last effort before
entering the historic city, and climb the stretch
up rúa de Castrón Douro. The route leading to
the Cathedral of Santiago is as follows: the
pilgrim crosses the rúa Virxe da Cerca, passing
the Baroque convent of the Mercedarian
Mothers, whose church boasts one of the most
beautiful façades of the 17th century in
Compostela, consisting of a piece depicting the
Annunciation, sculpted in stone by Mateo de
Prado. The Way then crosses the Porta de
Mazarelos, the only gate that remains of the city
wall and reaches the Praza da Universidade,
with several 18th century buildings, the old
Church of A Compañía (17th century), adorned
with Baroque altarpieces by the Masters
Andrade and Simón Rodríguez and the
University building, an excellent example of the
culture of the Enlightenment in Compostela,
which currently houses the Faculty of
Geography and History.

The pilgrim continues along the bustling rúa
da Caldeirería, descending the Costa de
Xelmírez and reaches the famous Praza das
Praterías, one of the most stunningly beautiful
squares in the city. Overlooking this urban
square, in the centre of which stands the
Praterías fountain, is the façade of the
Cathedral Treasure –one of the most
interesting pieces of architectural work from
the Spanish Renaissance–, as well as the
Baroque façade of the Casa del Cabildo, the
Clock Tower of the Cathedral –a Gothic
structure finished off with a section of bells
from the 17th century designed by Domingo
de Andrade and the Portada das Praterías, the
only remaining Romanesque entrance to the
cathedral. Dating from the 12th century, this
porch bears reliefs and statues from the same
period that originally adorned the north
façade. Through this southern porch, the
pilgrim enters the Cathedral of Santiago de
Compostela, the ultimate goal on this western
pilgrimage way.

Praterías Square

Representation of the arrest of Christ.
Tympanum of the Passion. Praza das Praterías

The historic city
After visiting the Cathedral, the place where
pilgrims first arrive and meet, they can enjoy
a tour of the city of Santiago in all its historic
splendour, taking in the diversity and dynamic
appearance it offers today.
The modern-day city of Santiago de Compostela
evolved from a small settlement of monks who
were the custodians of the tomb of the Apostle
at the time of its discovery, around the year 820.
The city underwent spectacular development
during the Middle Ages, thanks to the popularity
of pilgrimages in Europe, which made it,
along with Jerusalem and Rome, one of the
three great centres of the Christian world.

Raxoi Palace

Between the 15th and the 19th centuries, the city
alternated between prosperity and decadence,
in keeping with the fluctuating pulse of the
history of Galicia, Spain and Europe. Pilgrimages
became less and less important, but Santiago
consolidated its position as a centre of culture,
learning and spirituality thanks to the founding
of the University and the city’s Renaissance and
Baroque heritage, mirrored in most of its major
historical monuments and buildings.

The Thurible

In the Cathedral
The Cathedral of Santiago, whose construction
began in the year 1075, is one of the great
European monuments from both an artistic and
symbolic standpoint. From its Romanesque
origins, it evolved through a number of styles,
although the Baroque elements are perhaps
the most outstanding, culminating in the
façade of O Obradoiro (1738-1750).
A tour of the naves and its Museum
reveals an interesting and varied heritage
both in content and significance.
During his visit to the cathedral and
surroundings, the pilgrim usually carries out a
ritual that takes him to the chapel of the main
altar, in keeping with the tradition, to
‘embrace’ the Apostle Saint James

–a sculpture of Romanesque origin– and next,
to visit the crypt where his remains are buried.
A visit to the Portico of Glory is also part of
the ritual, as is attending the pilgrims’ mass
at 12 noon, where the swinging of the
botafumeiro, hanging high up in the nave of
the transept surprises and delights the visitor.
After his visit to the Cathedral, if the pilgrim
has all the required credentials justifying his
pilgrimage, on foot, on horseback or by
bicycle, he may go to the Pilgrims’ Office
to ask for the compostela, the document
accrediting his pilgrimage, which is granted by
the Cathedral Chapter. From this moment on,
the city of Santiago de Compostela belongs to
the pilgrim to enjoy and to treasure.
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The historic city
Santiago has enjoyed steady growth since
the mid 20th century. In addition to the
gradual rebirth of the pilgrimages,
which keep its traditional spiritual
significance alive, the Pilgrims’ Way
to Santiago has become a growing
tourist and cultural attraction.
In recent years, Santiago, the
administrative capital of the autonomous
region of Galicia, has seen the construction
of a number of important cultural and
tourist infrastructures and it has succeeded
in projecting an international image as a
European oriented historic and cultural
centre. Proof of this are the thousands
of visitors that flock to the city every day
throughout the year.
Declared a World Heritage Site by
UNESCO, Santiago is anxious to maintain
its thousand year old tradition of harmony,
spirituality and progress through the
historic tradition of its Pilgrims’ Way.
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Pilgrim’s hostels
One of the most striking characteristics of the Pilgrims’ Way to
Santiago is the hospitality offered. From the very beginning of
the pilgrimages to Santiago, there have been religious, political
and social institutions and organisations, as well as a myriad of
anonymous people whose primary goal was to serve the pilgrim.
Modern-day pilgrims also enjoy these privileges, which go
hand in hand with the historical significance of the Pilgrims’
Way to Santiago. The Galician public network of pilgrims’
hostels, which are found all along the Galician itineraries, and
in many cases, in important historic buildings, came into being
in the early 1990s, in keeping with the traditional vocation of
providing pilgrims with help and assistance.
This public network of accommodation is free-of-charge and
the regulations governing the system stipulate that they are to
be used first by pilgrims travelling the Way on foot, and
secondly by those travelling on horseback and bicycle.
Reservations are not permitted and the beds may not be
booked ahead and are given out on a first come, first served
basis for a one night stay only.

The pilgrims’ hostels at:
Laza, Xunqueira de Ambía and Vilar de Barrio

However, pilgrims and other travellers have a range of
alternative accommodation options. There are a number of
religious and municipal centres also serving the pilgrim,
especially during busier periods. In recent times a wide-range
of modern hotels and rural tourism establishments has cropped
up along the different routes which have added to the diversity
of the services and attractions to be found along the Way.
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Information on the Way

Pilgrims’ hostels

Santiago de
Compostela

Bendoiro
(Lalín)

San Cristovo de Cea
Porto da Canda
Ourense
Oseira
Vilavella
Vilamarín
Xunqueira de Ambía
A Gudiña
10
Augas Santas
Campobecerros
9
Castro
Vilar de Barrio
1
7
Laza
Cambeo
8

As Vendas
da Barreira

Verín

4

6

5

2

Sandiás
3
Chaves
33 Camiño de Fisterra – Muxía
Xinzo de Limia
Oímbra
Cualedro
Monterrei

A Gudiña
Rehabilitated former
municipal building*
Rúa do Toural, s/n. A Gudiña
25 beds
Distance from next hostels,
a 28 km (Laza)
and 37 km (Verín)
Verín
Historic house “Casa do Asistente”
also known as “Casa do Escudo”*
Barrio de San Lázaro, 30. Verín
26 beds
Parking spaces for bicycles
Distance from next hostel, a 2 km
(Monterrei)
Monterrei
Rehabilitated former pilgrims’
hospital
Castillo de Monterrei
20 beds
Distance from next hostel: 38 km
(Sandiás)
Sandiás
Newly constructed building*
Carretera de Couso, s/n. Sandiás
24 beds
Distance from next hostel: 41 km
(Ourense)
Laza
Newly constructed building*
Rúa do Toural, s/n. Laza
36 beds
Parking spaces for bicycles
Distance from next hostel: 23 km
(Vilar de Barrio)

11

Silleda

Ponte Ulla
Lestedo
13

12

14

Vedra

Piñor de Cea

San Cibrao das Viñas
Taboadela
Allariz

1. A Gudiña
2. Verín
3. Monterrei
4. Laza
5. Sandiás
6. Vilar de Barrio
7. Xunqueira de Ambía

Vilar de Barrio
Newly constructed building*
Avda. de San Fiz, s/n. Vilar de Barrio
24 beds
Parking spaces for bicycles
Distance from next hostel: 12 km
(Xunqueira de Ambía)
Xunqueira de Ambía
Newly constructed building*
C/ Asdrúbal Ferreiro, s/n.
Xunqueira de Ambía
24 beds
Parking spaces for bicycles
Distance from next hostel: 30 km (Ourense)
Ourense
Part of the complex of the former
San Francisco Convent*
C/ Emilia Pardo Bazán, s/n. Ourense
46 beds
Parking spaces for bicycles
Próximo albergue, a 21 km
(San Cristovo de Cea)
San Cristovo de Cea
Rehabilitation of the former
“Casa das Netas”*
Santo Cristo, 5. San Cristovo de Cea
42 beds
30 parking spaces for bicycles
Distance from next hostel: 35.5 km (Lalín)
Bendoiro (Lalín)
Rehabilitated traditional
style building*
A Laxe, 26. Bendoiro
30 beds
Parking spaces for bicycles
Próximo albergue, a 17 km
(Bandeira, Silleda)

8. Ourense
9. San Cristovo de Cea
10. Bendoiro (Lalín)
11. Camping Medelo
12. Vedra
13. Monte do Gozo
14. San Lázaro

Medelo Camping Site
Lugar de Medelo.
San Tirso de Manduas.
Bandeira. Silleda
25 beds
Parking spaces for bicycles
Distance from next hostel: 35 km (Vedra)
Vedra
Newly constructed building*
Outeiro, s/n.
San Pedro de Vilanova, Vedra
32 beds
Parking spaces for bicycles
Distance from next hostel, a 17 km
(Monte do Gozo,
Santiago de Compostela)
Monte do Gozo
Newly constructed complex*
Monte do Gozo.
Santiago de Compostela
800 free beds
1968 paying beds
100 parking spaces for bicycles
San Lázaro
(Pilgrim’s hostel)
Purpose built construction*
Calle San Lázaro, s/n
Santiago de Compostela
80 paying beds
Parking for bicycles

* Accommodation with disabled
and special needs facilities

Services
Town Councils
A Mezquita

Vilardevós

Amoeiro

Avda. Constitución, 7
Tf.: 988-425541 Fax: 988-425630

Paseo de Manuel Núñez, 36
Tf.: 988-417004 Fax: 988-417004

Estrada Tamallancos-Barbantes, s/n
Tf.: 988-281000 Fax: 988-279988

concello.de.amezquita@eidolocal.es
www.concello-amezquita.org

alcaldia@vilardevos.org
www.vilardevos.org

concello.amoeiro@eidolocal.es

A Gudiña

Verín

Avda. Beato Sebastián
de Aparicio, 76
Tf.: 988-594006 Fax: 988-421081

Pza. do Concello, s/n
Tf.: 988-410000 Fax: 988-411900

Avda. Santiago Apóstol, 1
Tf.: 988-286000 Fax: 988-286113

alcalde@verin.net www.verin.net

concello.vilamarin@eidolocal.es
www.vilamarin.com

concellogudina@gudina.org

Monterrei

San Cristovo de Cea

Vilariño de Conso

Rúa Fontiñas, 2
Albarellos de Monterrei
Tf.: 988-418002 Fax: 988-425700

Pza. Maior, 1
Tf.: 988-282000 Fax: 988-282008

Rúa do Museo, 3
Tf.: 988-340302 Fax: 988-340269

Vilamarín

vilarinodeconso@eidolocal.es
www.vilarinodeconso.org

concellomonterrei@yahoo.es

concellodecea@yahoo.es
www.concellodecea.com

Cualedro

Piñor de Cea

Castrelo do Val

Avda. de Portugal, 8
Tf.: 988-424004 Fax: 988-424026

Piñor, s/n
Tf.: 988-403236 Fax: 988-403320

correo.cualedro@fegamp.es

concellopinor@mixmail.com
www.concellodepinor.org

Toural, 15
Tf.: 988-419002 Fax: 988-419122
administracion@concellocastrelodoval.com

Laza

Trasmirás
Rúa Otero Pedrayo, 174
Tf.: 988-445000 Fax: 988-445096

Castro Dozón

concello.trasmiras@eidolocal.es

Avda. Médico Martínez Iglesias, s/n
Tf.: 986-780471 Fax: 986-780810

Xinzo de Limia

Lalín

Rúa Curros Enríquez, 15
Tf.: 988-550111 Fax: 988-550112

Pza. do Concello, 1
Tf.: 986-787060 Fax: 986-782042

concello@xinzodelimia-ayto.com
www.xinzodelimia-ayto.com

lalin@lalin.org www.lalin.org

alcalde@aytosarreaus.net

Vilar de Barrio

Sandiás

Pza. do Toural, 10
Tf.: 988-449001 Fax: 988-468360

Campo de San Nicolás, 2
Tf.: 988-465001 Fax: 988-446048

Xeneral Franco, 55
Tf.: 986-580000 Fax: 986-581021

concello.vilardebarrio@eidolocal.es

concello.sandias@eidolocal.es

info@concellodesilleda.com
www.concellodesilleda.com

Xunqueira de Ambía

Allariz

A Estrada

Pza. de San Rosendo, 1
Tf.: 988-436069 Fax: 988-436069

Praza Maior, 1
Tf.: 988-440001 Fax: 988-440078

Pza. da Constitución, 1
Tf.: 986-570030 Fax: 986-570233

concello.xunqueiradeambia@eidolocal.es

cultura@allariz.com www.allariz.com

Baños de Molgas

Taboadela

concello@aestrada.com
www.aestrada.com

Doutor Samuel González Movillas, 2
Tf.: 988-430000 Fax: 988-430393

Praza do Concello, 1
Tf.: 988-439315 Fax: 988-439312

concello.banosdemolgas@eidolocal.es

concello.taboadela@eidolocal.es

Paderne de Allariz

San Cibrao das Viñas

Lugar de Rioseco, 7
Tf.: 988-293000 Fax: 988-293025

Pza. da Constitución, 1
Tf.: 988-381034 Fax: 988-381101

paderne@concellodepaderne.net
www.concellodepaderne.net

sancibrao@concellosancibrao.com
www.sancibrao.com

Riós

Ourense

Rúa José Antonio, 139
Tf.: 988-425032 Fax: 988-425145

Pza. Maior, 1
Tf.: 988-388100 Fax: 988-249561

concello-rios@interbook.net
www.concello-rios.org

turismo@ourense.es

Castiñeiro, 4
Tf.: 988-422002 Fax: 988-422102
secretaria@laza.es

Sarreaus
Ourense, 40
Tf.: 988-454002 Fax: 988-454372

www.ourense.es

Coles
Vilarchao, s/n
Tf.: 988-205134 Fax: 988-205107

Silleda

Vedra
Avda. Mestre Manuel Gómez Lorenzo, 1
Tf.: 981-814612 Fax: 981-503331
correo@vedra.dicoruna.es
www.concellodevedra.com

Boqueixón
Forte, s/n
Tf.: 981-513052 Fax: 981-513000
concello@boqueixon.com
www.boqueixon.com

Santiago de Compostela
Pza. do Obradoiro, s/n. Pazo de Raxoi
Tf.: 981-542300 Fax: 981-563864
alcalde@aytocompostela.es
www.santiagodecompostela.org

concellodecoles@concellodecoles.org
www.concellodecoles.org
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Emergency Services
Medical emergencies
061

Emergencies
(general, free of charge and internacional)
112

Xacobeo Information
Information Office in Santiago
Tf: 902-332010
Rúa do Vilar, 30-32, ground floor
informacion.xacobeo@xunta.es

Web Site
www.xacobeo.es

Rural Tourism Central
Reservations Office
Tf: 902-200432
webrural@xunta.es

Tourist Information Offices
Ourense
Caseta do legoeiro. A Ponte Vella
Tf: 988-372020
Pontevedra
Gutiérrez Mellado, 1
Tf: 986-850814
A Coruña
Dársena da Mariña, s/n
Tf: 981-221822
Santiago de Compostela
Rúa do Vilar, 30-32, bajo
Tf.: 981-584081

Turgalicia
Tf.: 902-200432
Fax: 981-542510
www.turgalicia.es
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The Pilgrims’
Ways to Santiago
The discovery of the Tomb of the Apostle Saint
James the Greater at the beginning of the
9th century soon brought about a stream of
travellers making the pilgrimage to the site,
which is today the Galician city of Santiago
de Compostela. This vast influx of pilgrims
from all over Europe led to the creation
of a network of itineraries, known collectively
as the Camino de Santiago or the Pilgrims’ Way
to Santiago.
The heyday of the pilgrimages took place
between the 11th, 12th and 13th centuries with
the granting of specific spiritual indulgences.
This trend, however, has endured to a greater
or lesser extent over the course of the
centuries. Since the mid 20th century the
Pilgrims’ Way to Santiago has been
experiencing an international rebirth, which
combines its spiritual and socio-cultural
tradition with its tourist appeal, and once again
it has become a melting pot for all types
of peoples and cultures.
Traditionally the Pilgrims’ Ways are at their
busiest during the Holy Years, held at intervals
of 6, 5, 6, and 11 years –the next will be in 2010–,
but any time is ideal for following the Way
towards its ultimate goal: the city of Santiago
de Compostela.
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The Pilgrims’ Way in Europe
Throughout its twelve hundred year history, the Pilgrims’ Way to Santiago
has given rise to an extraordinary spiritual, cultural and social vitality.
Thanks to the existence of the Way, the first network of assistance in
Europe came into being and monasteries, cathedrals and new urban
centres were founded.
A new culture was born from the convergence of peoples of diverse
backgrounds, based on the free exchange of ideas, artistic and social
trends, in addition to a socio-economic driving force which boosted
the development of a number of areas in Europe, especially during the
Middle Ages. The mark left by the Way and by the pilgrims on the city
of Santiago de Compostela can be clearly seen from an endless number
of public and private testimonies, in the different art forms, and also,
for example, in the publication of over one thousand books worldwide,
which in recent decades have extolled the virtues of this Way,
a work of art and the heritage of all Europeans.
The main routes of the Pilgrims’ Way to Santiago were declared the
First European Cultural Itinerary (1987) by the Council of Europe and a
World Heritage Site by UNESCO in the stretches travelling across Spain
and France (1993 and 1998, respectively). In 2004 it also
received the Prince of Asturias Award for
Harmony from the Prince of
Asturias Foundation.

Galicia, the land of Saint James
According to ancient legend, the Iberian Peninsula
formed part of the lands where the Apostle Saint James
preached Christianity. After he was beheaded in 44 AD,
tradition says that his disciples took the body of the
saint by boat to Galicia, one of the Spanish lands
he preached in.
The difficult times during the early years of Christianity
and the fact that most of the northern part of the
peninsula was sparsely populated would have meant
that the exact location of the burial site would have fallen
into oblivion. However, around the year 820 remains were
found which were attributed by the ecclesiastic and civil
authorities to be those of Saint James the Greater.
This event, which took place in remote Galician
woodland, would give rise to the founding of the
present day city of Santiago de Compostela.
Santiago became the attractive goal of a pilgrimage that
would, over the centuries, lead pilgrims from all walks of
life and via the most diverse itineraries, to the tomb of
the only apostle of Jesus, along with Saint Peter in Rome,
who is buried on European soil.
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The Galician Ways
The diverse origins of these pilgrims gave rise to a total of six
European ways leading to Galicia.
The busiest and most important itinerary from a socio-economic,
artistic and cultural view, is the route known as the French Way,
which enters Spain across the Pyrenees and Galicia via the
mythical hills of O Cebreiro.
However, there are five other itineraries that have also earned a
place for themselves in the history of the pilgrimages to Santiago.
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Northern Way
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French Way
Southeast Way–
Vía da Prata
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They are the Original and North Ways,
of great importance in the early pilgrimage
days, with two major routes that enter
Galicia via Asturias, from the Basque
Country and Cantabria; the English Way,
followed particularly by pilgrims,
who from northern Europe and the British
Isles arrived at ports such as A Coruña
and Ferrol; the Portuguese Way, which
was used by pilgrims travelling from
Portugal up through Galicia’s southwestern region; and the Southeast Way,
used by pilgrims who, on their way
to Santiago from the south and centre
of the Peninsula, followed the popular
Vía de la Plata, between Mérida and
Astorga, continuing on into the territory
of Ourense to Santiago de Compostela.

O Cebreiro. The French Way
Oseira. The South East Way –Vía de la Plata
“Compostela” and credential

A Coruña. The English Way

There are two other routes whose
symbolism is believed to be closely
linked to the Pilgrims’ Way to Santiago:
the Fisterra-Muxía Way, used by a
number of medieval pilgrims, who after
worshipping at the tomb of the apostle,
were enticed to undertake the journey
to Cape Finisterre, the westernmost
point on earth known at the time;
and the route known as the Route of the
Sea of Arousa and the River Ulla,
recalling the itinerary, which according
to tradition, was taken by the boat
bearing the mortal remains of the
Apostle to Galicia (1st century).
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Cape Fisterra.
The Fisterra-Muxía Way

Os Camiños de
Santiago en Galicia

Camiño do Sueste–Vía da Prata

S.A. de Xestión do Plan Xacobeo
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